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Section 8 Housing Allowances Explained 

Section 8, officially known as the Housing Choice Voucher Program, is a U.S. federal 
initiative designed to help low-income individuals and families afford safe, decent housing in 
the private market. Here's how it works: 

How It Works 

• Voucher-Based Assistance: Eligible participants receive a voucher that covers a 
portion of their rent. 

• Tenant Choice: Unlike public housing, you can choose your own rental—apartment, 
townhouse, or single-family home—as long as it meets program standards. 

• Income-Based Contribution: You typically pay about 30% of your monthly income 
toward rent, and the voucher covers the rest up to a set limit. 

      
Eligibility Criteria 

• Income Limits: Based on local median income; typically must be below 50% of the area 
median. 

• Citizenship: U.S. citizens or eligible non-citizens. 

• Background Checks: Includes criminal history and rental history. 

Application Process 

• Apply through your local Public Housing Agency (PHA). 

 


